MISSION STATEMENT
GROWING IN FAITH
STUDYING GOD’S WORD
LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR
CARING FOR EACH OTHER
SHARING HIS SALVATION

THE MESSENGER-SUMMER-2015

From the Pastor’s Perspective…
And (the disciples) woke (Jesus) and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that
we are perishing?” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea,
“Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. He said to
them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?”
Mark 4:38-40
It has been said “timing is everything.” I don’t know that I ever bought into that, but now because of a
Twix bar, I do. I’ll explain.
On Sunday, June 28th Joanne and I were watching TV and I saw an ad for Twix candy bars. Instant hunger.
So, we drove to our local gas station to pick one up. This particular store was at the corner of Webber and
Beneva, not so far from our home. It was 9 PM. If you want to know what happened next, you could have
read the Herald Tribune the next day:
“SARASOTA - A robber held up a Sarasota store at gunpoint Sunday night, according to a
Sarasota County Sheriff's Office report. The report says that shortly before 9 p.m., the robber
entered the Mobil store in the 2700 block of Beneva Road in Sarasota, approached the clerk and
pulled out a black semiautomatic handgun and demanded money. The clerk complied, and put the
money in a plastic bag. The suspect ran from the store.” (Herald-Tribune, June 29, 2015).
If that robbery happened at 8:59 PM, we arrived at 9:00 PM. When we arrived in the store we found the
clerk on the phone with 911 dispatch. A woman – 4 months pregnant – was shaking next to the counter.
A third man stood in stunned silence. Joanne’s nursing instincts kicked in and she tended to the woman.
My pastoral instincts and I calmed and reassured her. The police sirens grew louder. Soon, there were
multiple police cars searching the area with bright lights. We were released from the scene and went
home.
30 seconds earlier, and we would have bumped into the thief at the door. 1 minute earlier and we would
have been at the counter in line behind that woman. 2 minutes earlier, and that’s us at the counter with a
gun in our faces.
Timing is everything.
When Jesus calmed the storm on the Sea of Galilee, the disciples were sure their time was up.
Experienced as they were on the water, this one would do them in. But Jesus took control. He rebuked the
winds and waves and restored order from chaos. It’s what God does…speaks restorative grace into our
chaos.
When the winds of chaos blow into your life and your gut response is to panic, remember that God is in
control. He is watching over you in all the difficulties of life. His calming, reassuring presence is always
there. He doesn’t always stop the evil any more than He stopped the nails from being driven into Jesus’
hands and feet. But never forget that, despite how bleak things may appear, God is still providing for you,
loving, forgiving you, and leading you in this life in preparation for the life yet to come in the glory of
heaven.
Now…anyone know where a guy can get a Twix bar around here?
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FROM THE PASTOR

“Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not
know.”
Job 42:3

God works in wonderful, mysterious ways.
During VBS I was approached by a man
named Dennis Eiss. He told me about the
spiritual needs of his uncle Angelo “Al”
Lombino, who was hospitalized at that time.
I said I would visit him, and I did. Al had
survived the Normandy landing on Omaha
Beach and fighting in-land into France.
While passing through the hedge rows,
Al was shot in both legs causing him to lose
his left leg at the knee. He was transported
back to England and eventually returned to
America.
Having received a Purple Heart for his
injuries and service to our country, Al
Lombino became the Chaplin of the
Military Order of the Purple Heart in Florida
and the 29th Infantry Division Association.
During his service in MOPH, Al had been given and used a field altar kit designed for church services on
the battlefield during WWII. The kit had been in storage in New Port Ritchey for years and years because
the family didn’t know what to do with it.
Because I had established a relationship with Al Lombino, and because of the patriotic sign posted by the
church along Honore Avenue (“God bless all those who serve in our military.”), the family decided to gift
the field altar to Good Shepherd. Altar Guild member June Hall began the process of restoration and
shined the brass pieces back to their original shine. On August 8th, I was able to take the kit to Al Lombino
and give the Holy Sacrament to him with the field altar kit set up and restored; it was an awesome
moment!
Thanks again to June Hall for her dedication and hard work to restore the kit and thanks to the Lombino
and Eiss family for the gift!
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FROM

THE

CONGREGATIONAL PRESIDENT– JERRY MCDERMOTT
GSLC&S UPDATE SINCE LAST MESSENGER

Thanks to the donations from the congregation of over $10,000.00, South Tech has
completed the new phone system, including Fiber Optic Cable, for the Church and School .
The system will be on line the week of August 9th.
The Church has received several gifts from the estates of recently deceased
members. These gifts are being and will be used for items not in our current budget.
1. The Church needs a new server to update our network (cost $10,000.00) and this will be
acted upon at the next Church council meeting.
2. New landscaping in front of the main school
building has been completed including a new
irrigation system.
3. New aluminum fencing in front of the school
and chain link fencing on the North and South
side of the school will be completed by the end of
this month. The school will then be completely
secured by fencing. The front aluminum fencing
will include keyless entry gates on each side of the
main building and a gate wide enough to allow
the lawn mower and trucks to take materials into
the back of the school grounds.
As we approach Pastor’s first year
anniversary at Good Shepherd, we are seeing
improvements in our church attendance and
financial condition. It was a long wait finding a
new Shepherd but God knew what he had in store
for us. God is good.
We will be having a First Year Anniversary
reception for Pastor Anderson after Service in
Mennicke Hall on Sunday, September 13th.
Jerry McDermott
Congregational President
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MINISTRY REPORTS—FINANCIAL
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
INCOME AND DISBURSEMENTS FOR SEVEN MONTHS ENDED JULY 31, 2015
Income:
Weekly Offerings
Other
Total Income
Disbursements:
(Including Principal Payments on Loans)
Excess of Disbursements Over Income

Actual

Budget

$ 108,580
40,668
149,248

118,800
40,200
159,000

174,806

160,427

$25,558

1,427

For the seven months ended July 31, 2015, the above Summary reflects a shortfall in Weekly
Offerings of $10,220 (8.6%) as compared to Budget. In 2014, Weekly Offerings for the same seven
month period were $117,144.
As noted in previous Newsletters, the primary Item in Other Income is the utilization of
Community Foundation Grant Funds which totaled $32,380 during the first seven months of 2015.
Disbursements for the seven months exceeded Budget by $14,379 (9.0%). This negative
variance resulted primarily from Disbursements in excess of Budget for maintenance items, health
care costs, set-up of the web page and changes in timing of insurance payments.
As noted above regarding the decreased giving, it is important that we all prayfully contribute
on regular basis.
Submitted by Bob Weber,
Treasurer
FROM

THE

CONGREGATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT– MIKE

VONWALDNER

Hello Fellow Members!
It’s that time of the year again, no I don’t mean the relentless rains or the ungodly humidity in Sarasota,
I mean it’s time to step up and help serve our congregation. As we all know, it’s going to take everyone’s
involvement.
So, with that said, I am in charge of the nominating committee for the upcoming Council elections!
To be elected for a two year term are: POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Vice President Recording Secretary

School Board Chair

Christian Education Chair

To be elected to a 1 year term are: POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Youth Chair (filling out early term vacancy)

To be elected for a 3 year term are: POSITIONS AVAILABLE

2 Elders

Please consider doing your part in making G.S.L.C. & S. a great place to grow and serve!!
Sincerely,
Mike VonWaldner, V.P. and chair of the Nominating committee
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FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE
FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITES
Summer in Sarasota means hot, humid weather, the snowbirds flee north and
it is vacation time for many. This holds true for GSLC too. Our fellowship continues
with coffees after Sunday service and during Bible Study time.
We plan to begin the well received Pancake
Breakfasts in October when our great chefs are all back in
town.
We are always looking for and are open to your
thoughts and ideas for fellowship activities. Write them
down and place them in the offering plate, give them to
an usher or call me at 921-3161 so we can work on making things happen.
This past winter and spring the ladies of GSLC got
together several afternoons for goodies and fellowship and stuffed
approximately 70 to 80 “Huggy Heart Pillows” to be given to cardiac
patients after heart surgery. In May six ladies filled a car full of pillows for
Venice Regional Hospital’s cardiac patients. The staff, doctors, nurses were
ecstatic with our contribution. Two “thank you” notes have been received
from surgery patients and are displayed on the bulletin boards in the narthex
and Mennicke Hall.
Harriet McDermott
Fellowship Chairperson.
SCRIP PROGRAM
Most every Sunday, after service, you will find Jane Pettit in the
narthex, ready, willing and able to help you in the purchase of Scrip (gift)
cards. Scrip cards are used like cash. Good Shepherd receives a percentage,
ranging from one and a half to the low teens, depending on the vendor.
The cards we carry in inventory are:
Restaurants: Applebees. Panera Bread, Ruby Tuesdays and Dardens which includes Longhorn, Olive
Garden, Red Lobster, Bahama Breeze and others. We also have Outback which includes Bonefish
Grill, Carrabbas and Flemings.
Others include :

Gas cards: BP and Marathon

Drug stores: CVS and Walgreens

Misc: AMC movie theatres, Barnes and Noble, Home Depot, Office Depot, Pet Smart, Sallys Beauty
Supplies, Starbucks and WalMart.
If the cards you want are not in stock, orders can be placed and the cards will be available within
a few days. A list of all the cards in the program will be on the desk in the narthex.
You can call Harriet McDermott with questions and special orders at 921-3161.
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C H U R C H B U L L E T I N B OA R D
MEMBERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS PRESENTS……. LYNN AND BILL ZOLLER
Soon, we will hear our choir back in session, raising awesome lyrics and song in praise and gratitude
of the Creator who blessed some of his people with angelic voices (quite a few of us were passed
over for that talent). Two of our choir members are Lynn and Bill Zoller , who have been members
since Pastor Koenig drew them to our church in 1997. They are both from Detroit, Michigan, but
have lived everywhere from Connecticut to Oahu, Hawaii. Bill’s 4 years of Navy service took them to
many places, with their favorite being Hawaii. He spent a lot of time away from home, under the sea
on submarines. They met at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor where Bill majored in
Engineering and Lynn in Math. Having both been raised Lutheran, they have mostly attended
Lutheran churches their entire lives. Bill was a Property Chairman at their church in Southfield,
Michigan. Lynn served as financial secretary and also on the Social Ministry Committee at GSLC.
They have 2 children, a daughter in Pennsylvania and a son in Michigan, and are grandparents to 5,
including twins. Lynn has worked for Blue Cross/Blue Shield and Ford Motor Co., and retired here in
Sarasota after several years with Ameriprise as a financial advisor. Bill still works for Sun Hydraulics
here in Sarasota. Lynn sang in the Key Chorale for 6 years. Right now, they have a temporary
assignment of taking care of their daughter’s dog, with whom they are becoming quite attached
and those long dog walks help with daily exercise. Bill enjoys working with his hands, woodworking,
auto mechanics, and being creative. He also served on our school board for 4 years. Their other
interests include Bridge, Pinochle, Scrabble, and in the past, both were avid softball players. I have
to add that Bill kept a journal while on the recent German trip to the land of Martin Luther with
some other Good Shepherd members, and their collective exploits were quite in demand by other
adventurers, so he rewrote all his 7 pages of his notes to share with them. Sometimes travelers
forget where certain photos were taken or what events occurred when, so his journal was very
helpful. Other travels included Alaska, Ireland, and Scotland. As “traditionalists”, their favorite
songs include “A Mighty Fortress” and “Onward Christian Soldiers”. They see GSLC as friendly and
welcoming, and are especially captivated by our Bible Study classes.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY SET TO RETURN IN SEPTEMBER
The Wednesday morning Bible study group has been on hiatus
since early July, but the group will resume on Wednesday,
September 9th at its regular time of 10:30 AM. Upcoming topics for
the season include: the Sermon on the Mount, the Book of Ruth,
We the People (Citizens of Two Kingdoms), Connected (My Life in
the Church), and others! Make Wednesday morning Bible study a
regular part of your week and faith walk!
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C H U R C H B U L L E T I N B OA R D
Please pray for the immediate needs of our
members: John Menyes (Hip Surgery), Pastor
Mennicke, Hal McCrum, Carleen Neumann,
Mike Anderson (Pastor Anderson’s brother),
Jean Calleja, Phyllis Maxine Thurley (Jane
Pettit’s Mother), Rev. David Barber (Bob &
Margaret Barbers’ son), Marshall Mallie, Steve Tabory, Dorothy
Fromm, Mabel Busse, Anna Kirk, Jean Schmidt, Henrietta
Lange, Marilyn Freeman.
Your prayers are requested for the following people and
their families: Robin Cabana, Donald Sikorski, Pastor Darell
Stechrenberg, Jack Moyer, Jillian, Cliff Johnson, Rev. Wayne A.
Anderson, Susie Blaylock Anderson, The Woolard family, Sibro
Garcia, Janet Kay, Dan Hall, Pat, Carrie

BIRTHDAYS
AUGUST: (1) James Shaffer, (8) Kenneth Schaefer,
(9) Michael vonWaldner, (12) Beverly Scheiwe,
Art Dombroskie, (14) Terry Menyes, (15) Don
Sabbann,(16) Sandra Collins, Clayton Shaffer,
(20) John Van Oss, Nick Lopez (21) Catherine
Wannamaker, (22) George Freeman, (25) Gloria
Martin, (27) Brian Walsh, (28) Sheryl Buerger,
Janet Mitchell, (29) Tom Gerig, Wilson Anderson,
(30) Pat Weingart, (31) Eleanor Schmitz

The men and women of the armed forces, those working overseas and
those recovering from injuries: Josh Butterworth (Army), son of Alan
Butterworth and Pam Meyers, Rachel Dermody (daughter of Bill & Chris
Dermody), Jason Vanta (nephew of Kim Vanta), Joshua Wolf (son of Rob
& Jen Wolf), Nick Simon (cousin of Marlene Thompson), Captain James
Grossman, CDR, Curt West, Alex Finnegan, Kenny Thompson, Jason
Brooks, Sean & Jason Burns (sons of Sally Burns) and the families of
military personnel.

SEPTEMBER: (4) Carolyn McCrum,
(8) Shirley Scheub Josh Wolf, (12) Shelly Schaffer,
(13) Crystal Thayer, Linda Barnes, (14) Marshall
Mallie, Bob Weber, Tiffany Beyer, (16) Don Pietsch,
(20) Mary Lou Imhoff, (21) Carolyn Weber,
(23) Connie Reitmeyer, (29) Betsy Niemczak

For military news or to update the bulletin board,
please call Bill or Chris Dermody (941) 377-2988.

OCTOBER: (01) Mabel Busse, Dick Pettit, Eric
Briggs, (03) Penny Brandon, (04) Bob Barnes, (07)
Earl LaGorin, (09) Josh Lopez, (15) Florence
Edwards, (18) Ruth Jones, (24) Gerald Thompson,
(25) Hal McCrum, (26) Jerry Thompson

Homebound: Steve Tabory, Phyllis Thurley, Carl
Strussenberg, Jean Schmidt, Dorothy Fromm,
Mabel Busse, Frank Kohl and Marilyn Freeman.

It is with gratitude that we
remember the lives of :
These three women were very active
long time members of our congregation.
Laurie Sinn sang in the Church
choir and was an active member of Stephen Ministry for years.
Laurie went to be with the Lord on Thursday, March 12,
2015.
Betty Laabs had worked for years taking care of
Communion Care and many other commitments to Good
Shepherd. Betty went to be with the Lord on Monday,
March 16, 2015.
Ann Tobin worked with the Friday Folders making
sure all the Worship programs were ready for weekend
Services. Ann went to be with the Lord on Tuesday, June
30, 2015.

Our prayers are with their families as they mourn the
death of their loved one.
“I am the resurrection and the life, those who believe in
me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die.”
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
AUGUST: (01) Bob & Margaret Barber,
(07) Steve Briggs, (Tawnya & Josh Roscoe,
(17) Calvin & Nancy Domenico, (24) Jerry &
Harriet McDermott, (25) Charles & Bibi
Crowder, (26) Fred & Mary Schuh, (27) Pastor &
Cindy Mennicke, (30) Ralph & Beverly Scheiwe
SEPTEMBER: (17)Norm & Mabel Busse,
(20) Chris & Jane Porto, (26) Robb & Jen Wolfe,
OCTOBER: (01) Hardy & Eleanor Weickert,
(06) Charles & Jeanne Doege, (9) Cliff &
Dorothy Fromm, (12) Dick & Jane Pettit,
(27) Ron & Nancy Ellingsen
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SCHOOL NEWS

SCHOOL EVENTS
Sat 8/15 - Blessing of the Backpacks: Join us from 3 PM - 7 PM for an
afternoon of fun, hotdog meal, and wet and dry bounce houses. Adults are
encouraged to donate to the Sarasota County bloodmobile. Backpacks will be
blessed during our 5:30 PM contemporary church service.
Sun 8/23 - Parent Orientation: Parents & students will have an opportunity to
visit classrooms, meet teachers, and look at the campus before school starts on Monday.
Mon 8/24 -

First day of school

Mon 9/7 -

Labor Day - School Closed

Sat 9/19 - Teacher Re-dedication, students will sing, & Progressive Dinner: Teachers will be
re-dedicated during our 5:30 PM church service. All church and school families are invited to progressive
dinner immediately follows the church service. Families are asked to bring in a food item according to their
last name. See below for your food item. Please drop off food to the designated classroom before church
(5 – 5:20 PM). After church, visit each classroom for the progressive dinner until 8 PM. Bring enough to
serve 12:
A–C:
D–G;
H – M:
N – R:
S–Z

Bring a salad or hors d’oeuvre.
Bring an Italian dish
Bring an American dish.
Bring a Mexican dish.
Bring a dessert dish.

Deliver to classroom, #102.
Deliver to classroom, # 103.
Deliver to classroom, # 104.
Deliver to classroom, # 202.
Deliver to classroom # 201

Save the Date!!
Friday, 10/30-Trunk or Treat 5:30-7:30 PM
Wednesday, 11/25-Thanksgiving Feast -10 AM

Water is life’s essential element. Without it, food cannot grow
and life cannot thrive. Around the world approximately 780
million people lack access to safe drinking water and 2.5 billion
people lack access to water for sanitation.
On the weekend of September 19-20, GSLCS will celebrate
“Water Sunday” – a weekend of worship, prayer, and opportunity to respond to God’s call to help
our neighbors in need.
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August 2015
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT
1 Worship
5:30pm

2

Worship 9:15am

Bible Study after Worship
service

9 Worship 9:15am

Bible Study after Worship
service

16 Worship 9:15am

Bible Study after Worship

23 Worship 9:15am

Bible Study after Worship
service

30 Worship 9:15am

Bible Study after Worship
service

3

4

5

6

7

8
Worship 5:30pm

10

11

12

13

14

15 Worship 5:30
Blessing of
Backpacks

17

18

20 Life line

19

21

22

screening

24 First Day of 25

27 Chapel

26

School

Worship 5:30pm
28

29

9:30am

Worship 5:30pm

31

September 2015
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU
3

1

2

7 LABOR DAY
Bible Study after service OFFICE CLOSED

8

9 Bible Study 10 Chapel

13 Worship 9:15am 14 Elder’s Mtg.

15

6 Worship 9:15am

Reception after service
In honor of Pastor
1 Year Anniversary

10:30am

20 Worship 9:15am 21

Bible Study after service
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SAT
5 Worship 5:30pm
12 Worship
5:30pm

18

9:30am

19 Worship
5:30pm
School Staff Installation
and Open House

22

23 Bible Study 24 Chapel
10:30am

Bible Study after service

27 Worship 9:15am 28

4

9:30am

16 Altar Guild 17 Chapel
Mtg. 7:00pm

6:15pm

Chapel
9:30am

FRI

29

9:30am

25

26 Worship
5:30pm

30 Bible
Study 10:30am
9

5659 Honore Ave.
Sarasota, Florida 34233
Phone: 941-921-3673
Email:goodshep@verizon.net
GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN SCHOOL
5651 Honore Ave
Sarasota, Florida 34233
Phone: 941-922-8164
Email: gsls@comcast.net

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SATURDAY—5:30pm
Contemporary Worship
with Holy Communion
SUNDAY TRADITIONAL
WORSHIP—9:15am
with Holy Communion
BOARD OF ELDERS
Bob Barber
Bill Dermody
Jerry Reitmeyer
Peggy Stielau
Shirley Tabory
Robb Wolf

924-6096
377-2988
923-7348
971-3571
966-7928
915-1119
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Pastor

Steve Anderson

Pastor Emeritus

The Rev. Victor O. Mennicke

Congregational President

Jerry McDermott

Music Director

David Guyet

Associate Organist

Margaret Smith

Parish Coordinator

Nancy Domenico

School Principal

Patricia Weingart

OFFICE HOURS 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
The Messenger is published to inform the members and
friends of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church & School of
newsworthy items. If you have an upcoming event, news of
a family member’s achievement, or anything else to share
with our congregation, please call the church office @
(941)921-3673.
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